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How can PS data in a common repository be 
useful?

• Tangible and common objectives are needed

• Possible uses for the PS scientist: 
– «Validation» of PS data with data from other PS

– Combining data from PS with data from other– Combining data from PS with data from other
monitoring/sampling techniques, e.g. superimposing PS 
data with biota monitoring data
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How can PS data in a common repository be 
useful?

• Current uses of the EMPODAT database*

– Finding environmental occurence data for chemicals on
the NORMAN list of suspect chemicals

– Finding environmental occurence data for chemicals
identified through REACHidentified through REACH

– Prioritisation of substances that may need further
investigation at national level
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*According to the participants to the cross 
working group activity workshop in Prague, 
September 2016



Status for a common repository for passive 
sampling data

• JDS-3 data sheets
– Sufficiently comprehensive 

– But focused on specific passive samplers

• Work to be completed in 2017

• Cater for different users of these data:
– External users not likely to be interested by metadata– External users not likely to be interested by metadata

– PS users likely needing metadata

• Quality criteria should be established based on 
– Passive sampling process  

– Data representativeness

• Required metadata and PS information
� Need not to deter people willing to input data

� Need work on (i) quality criteria and (ii) supporting information needs
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The passive sampling process
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The passive sampling process
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PS data acquisition for the JDS-3
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Module for passive sampling
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Status of passive sampling and data 
availability

• Highest level of confidence for non-polar substances
sampled with absorption-based passive samplers

• Mostly for compounds not on the NORMAN list of emerging
substances

• Lower level of confidence for polar samplers• Lower level of confidence for polar samplers
• Wider variety of sampler configuration

• Need for flexibility: Possibility to «add» types of passive samplers?

• More likely to have data available for input to EMPODAT
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User-database interaction

EMPODAT

PS scientist

Data input:
Straightforward 
Time saving
Flexible

Data use:
Needs all 
details
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External
database user

details

Data use:
No real interest for all 
details
Importance of criteria/level
of confidence of the data



Final remarks

• A graphical user interface
– Superimposing data from different monitoring tools to investigate

spatial variations and trends in concentrations

• Ability to re-process the raw data at a later 
stage?

– Standardisation– Standardisation

– Availability of new/improved polymer calibration data and models for 
estimting sampling rates

• Same template for different databases?
– National databases (e.g. http://vannmiljo.miljodirektoratet.no/), 

database at RECETOX, AQUAREF?, ICES database …

– Requirement to transfer data to NORMAN after a certain period of
time? 
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